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Course Sign-Up
Course Sign-Ups can be a little stressful, especially as a first year. Many times, classes that you want are
already full, and SIS may even crash because of the number of people using it, but DON’T PANIC! The
first two weeks of semester is the add/drop period (be aware that it may differ based on school, such as
the Engineering school). Regardless, in that time a lot of classes will open up for you! To prepare for
orientation take a look at sites such as Lou’s List, Rate My Professor, and theCourseForum. (More
information on these sites below) Another thing to keep in mind when scheduling your classes is walking
distance—can you walk to each class in the time span? Ask current students if you need a better idea!

Side Note: SIS (Student Information Systems)
In one word: tedious. SIS can be really confusing, but it is a necessary evil for a variety of things
from financial aid, to signing up for classes, and even figuring out what textbooks you need. Of
course, this doesn’t make SIS any easier, so to help you there are tutorials on YouTube to learn
how to use SIS. Please excuse the film quality; let’s say they are going for the ‘retro’ look. On
the plus side SIS now has recently released a mobile/phone version—word on the street is that
the app is much easier to navigate and sign up for classes than the site!

Lou’s List (easier than SIS)
This site places all the courses in nice
little categories with easy descriptions.
It’s extremely helpful and, for the most
part, is easier than SIS. Although you
cannot sign up for classes directly from
Lou’s List, it compiles all the classes
available so you can browse through
many classes at once. Check it out!

TheCourseForum/RateMyProfessor
Interestingly, SIS and Lou’s List don’t give you a good sense of the professor or difficulty of the
class (aside from the course level, i.e. 1000 versus a 3000 level). Cue Rate My Professor, and
theCourseForum, great sites to get the student perspective on the class. Be aware, an ‘easy’ class
isn’t necessarily easy!

MyEDU
Just another site to help you schedule course. This site is particularly interesting because you can choose
the classes you want to take and this site will give you different schedules that you can have based on
those classes, effectively taking care of the mind-boggling problem that scheduling can be. Link to it!

Textbooks
High school is finally over and now… MORE BOOKS! So here’s the low-down on textbooks. For
many classes, you can get away with not having the text book for about the first two weeks of
classes (also known as the add-drop period). Additionally, sometimes the course isn’t finalized
in the summer, so be sure to wait until the course is finalized before buying textbooks. You
might even be able to see if an earlier edition of the book is acceptable—they usually run a bit
cheaper.

Renting, Buying, and Borrowing
What are the perks of each?

Renting
You can usually rent books for a fraction of the cost, and be able to write in them as most stores
anticipate ‘natural wear’ on their books. This means savings and you don’t have to try to find a
person to buy your book. However, you have to remember to return the book on time;
otherwise the company may charge you a late fee, or even the price of the book. Luckily, most
places even provide a return shipping label!

Borrowing
Don’t forget you can always borrow textbooks for many liberal arts classes from the library!
With month long check-out times, why buy a book if you’re only going to use it for a week? You
can check out books from the library almost infinitely, so long as someone else does not
request the book and you remember to renew it (this can be done online—you don’t even have
to leave your bed!). Of course, you can’t write in these, so taking notes might be a bit difficult,
but it is definitely an option if you’d rather not buy the book.

Buying
That book is yours, forever and for always. You can write notes in it, you can burn it when
classes end, and you can sell it back to the Bookstore as well as many other stores like Amazon
(for much less than you bought it). Even so, if you’re willing to find someone to buy the book,
sometimes the cost ends up being less than renting a book. Buying is always a solid choice,
especially when so many students sell the books to other students for less than the bookstore.
Who knows, maybe you’ll want to read that philosophy book when you get older.

Getting the books
Once you know what books you need, using SIS (located on right panel under U.Va) or the
bookstore site, now you actually have to get them.
Facebook Groups
UVa’s Facebook community is pretty strong, though that may change in the future, is a great
spot to connect to other students trying to sell their books. The “UVA Student to Student
Textbooks” FB page is only one of many sites where students sell stuff, but the admins are
stringent in ensuring that only textbooks are exchanged here.
The Bookstore
The UVa Bookstore has every book you will ever need for classes—usually. Their textbooks are
usually priced higher, but if you need a book immediately you can rest assure they will have it.
On the off-chance that you want to save a bit of money, we recommend doing price checks.
The following sites are a couple of many price checking sites that help you get the book at the
lowest cost possible.


Amazon –Almost a no-brainer, but another thing to mention is the Student Prime
Accounts. With 2-day shipping, instant streaming, and discounted cost, the
Student Prime Account holds a lot of perks. The 6-month free trial period is also
a nice incentive to try it out.



Bigwords.com- This site compares the textbooks stores all at once. There’s not
too much else to say—it’s definitely worth a look.



Cheapest Textbooks.com – Yet another site to compare books. It’s always smart
to check more than one site as a reference. With all this analyzing and comparing
prices for textbooks, it’s a wonder we don’t add it to our resumes.

Transportation
UVa seems like such a big campus at first, but once you know how to get around, it shrinks.
Many of the links listed below for Ipods/Apple products, but they are also available for Android.

Helpful Apps:
Transloc Rider
Inner Loop, Outer Loop, Green Route, and more. The routes, stops, and even estimated arrival
times for the UVa buses are all on this app. If you have trouble finding the app click here

CAT (Charlottesville Area Transit) App
Want to go downtown to see a concert, or all the way out to Fashion Square Mall? This is the
app you need. Much like Transloc Rider, it has routes, stopes, and estimated arrival times. Of all
the buses in Charlottesville, the most popular ones for students is the Free Trolley (to go
downtown) and the 7 (to go to Fashion Square). Get it here

University of Virginia
How do you get from New Cabell to McLeod? What’s the difference between Bryan Hall and
Bryant Hall? Cue the University of Virginia app. It has a lot of information on the University
itself, but the real jackpot is the map—a very useful tool in the first few weeks. What the app
won’t tell you is that McLeod is actually pronounced like “Mc-Cloud” – the more you know!

Getting Home/Day Trips
Sometimes you just want to take a sunrise hike to Humpback, go home for the weekend, or just
get back to your dorm. It gets really tricky when you lack a car!
Safe Ride
When there’s something strange in the neighborhood, who ya gonna call? Safe Ride! Reachable
at 434-242-1122, Safe Ride is available to all students with a valid ID, and is a way to get home
after midnight when you don’t feel safe or comfortable walking back to the dorms. Check out
the site for hours of operation and other information. Additionally, if you are unable to wait for

a SafeRide van pickup, are not near a UTS bus route late at night, or otherwise feel unsafe,
please remember that you may call Yellow Cab Charge-a-Ride at 434-295-4131 to travel by taxi.
If you do not have the money to pay for the taxi at that point in time, you need only show a
valid student ID to the Yellow Cab driver and sign the document they will provide to you. You
will then be billed through your student account. These two numbers are gold-put them in your
phone!
Zipcar
Zipcar is the largest car sharing and car club service. Essentially this company allows you to rent
a car for a couple hours or a day. You’ll see them in special spots around grounds. These can be
very useful for day trips, but not recommended for something overnight.
Charlottesville Amtrak/Greyhound
There are both an Amtrak Train Station and Greyhound bus station in Charlottesville. These two
transportation systems will get you where you need to go, but can run on the expensive side.
When you make plans, be sure to include the time it takes to get to the station!
RideShare
Ride sharing is great because it’s environmentally friendly and usually pretty cheap too! There
are a couple options available for you. Needless to say, though these sites are monitored to be
specifically for students, always be careful when accepting a ride from strangers.

Hoos Driving Hoos Riding -- We really like Facebook Groups at UVa. This is another
group dedicated solely to transportation. There are even location specific groups for
instance, Northern Virginia (known as NOVA), Virginia Beach, and even Airports. If you
live close and are trying to go home for the weekend, this is good way to get there.
Here’s a link to the main one!

Zimride -- Another good rideshare program that is private and requires a University of
Virginia Netbadge log-in, providing an extra level of security. Poke around the site to
learn more.

Food and Sustenance (The Meal Plan)
All you can eat buffet-style meals in addition to unlimited swipes?! It’s no wonder the
Freshmen 15 feels imminent. One of the first things to know is where can you eat?
Follow this link to see all the dining places and hours. There’s a lot, so if you’re
browsing just note O’hill, Runk, and Newcomb as these are likely the most common first
year dining locations.
Cav Advantage -- Plus dollars -- Student Charge

What’s the difference? The biggest thing to note is Cav Advantage rolls over semester to
semester and year to year. The money placed in Cav Advantage stays there until you
graduate or request otherwise. You can always check the amount left on Cav Advantage
at this site. . This money can be used for just about everything on grounds including the
bookstore, dining locations, laundry, and some vending machines. Plus dollars, on the
other hand, roll over from one semester to the next in the same academic year, and
only pertain to food. They DO NOT roll over to the next academic year. This is important
because if you don’t use them, you lose them. Should you find yourself with way too
many Plus Dollars at the end of the semester, everyone loves a generous Hoo who
provides Campus Cookies or Dominoes at the libraries—just a few examples of offgrounds stores that take Plus Dollars as payment. Lastly, you can charge to your SIS
account in some situations. This charge goes directly to your student account and will
show up in the same area that your tuition bill appears in SIS.

